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Parent Education Nights 

Mark Your Calendar! 

        Mark your calendars for the  

   Toro Park School 

  My School Color Run 3K  

   on April 8, 2017.  
 

This is a non-competitive untimed race that all members of 
your family can participate in support of Toro Park School.  

LICE 

 

*We need your HELP! 

 

Please continue to: 

 Check your child regu-

larly 

 Notify the office if 

your child has lice 

 

The office will send a note 

home with classmates and 

notify Time for Me to help 

prevent the spread of lice 

to others. 

 

Thank you for your dili-

gence with this matter! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyholidaysblog.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FChinese-New-Year-2017-Animal-04.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhappyholidaysblog.com%2Fchinese-new-year-2017-animal%2F&docid=FyOBy7Wn1eT3qM&tbnid=ChEfA0Ecorz3s
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic-10.sinclairstoryline.com%2Fresources%2Fmedia%2F60bdd279-6ead-4541-8054-2c86e020991b-large16x9_colorrun.jpg%3F1475516199552&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwset.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fbrookville-high-school-ho


 

 

 

The New Year is already filled with MUSIC! 

 

KinderPlus continues to have movement songs, work with 

rhythm instruments, and learn about instrument families. The 

Kinders will be working for their Winter Program sched-

uled for February 24th at San Benancio Middle School.  

 

 Look for information regarding the exact schedules from the individual teachers. 
 

First graders have had songs about Martin Luther King as well as songs and stories about 

various instruments.  Second graders are studying and practicing the musical Proud To Be An 

American for their patriotic program scheduled for March 10th at San Benancio Middle 

School.  Brush up on your National Anthem as the audience will be asked to sing along at the 

program! 
 

The Third graders started on recorders January 10th !  Music reading skills are emphasized 

along with the finger coordination to produce the right notes.  Look for a lot of information and 

practice pages to come home with your third grader.  Keep all the music pages together as the 

information is cumulative and helpful as they progress.  If your grader wants extra challenge 

music, let me know and I will be happy to provide it.  Many students have instruments at home 

but in case you do not have or wish to purchase, the 

cost is $5. 
 

MaryClare Martin 
Music Specialist 
 
 

Page 2 

The Counselor’s Corner 

 Why is teaching and modeling gratitude so important? 
 

Being able to recognize and appreciate the good things in your life can 

lead to increased happiness and life satisfaction.  For children especially, 

learning how to be thankful can help in the development of interpersonal 

skills, including the “big” one—empathy.  Gratitude lends itself to ex-

panding out world view.  When we’re thankful for even the small things, 

we’re thinking of more than just ourselves; we’re thinking about how all 

of us have the ability to positively impact another’s life.   
 

Gratitude is powerful.  Practice having an attitude of gratitude!  Get in the habit of ending the 

day by telling each family member at least one thing that you love or appreciate about them.  

(Watson, Rita; 2013: Psychology Today) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fichef.bbci.co.uk%2Fchildrens-responsive-ichef%2Fr%2F400%2F1x%2Fcbeebies%2Fmusic-title_v2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fcbeebies%2Ftopics%2Fmusic&docid=KSFjrnmTDy89MM&tbnid=zG-intDpdYbKnM%3A&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fs-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com%2Foriginals%2F1d%2Fff%2F63%2F1dff630115e770139ea8f193918b9160.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2FInfinity150%2Fmusic%2F&docid=K_OtJnq_kiNvSM&tbnid=Cd1_Y_5ruyIy9M


Greetings From the Library!  
 

As we approach our one hundredth day of school, the children of Toro Park School 
are learning several skills:  how to behave in a library, how to find a particular book in 
fiction or non-fiction, and how to find a book by author.  They are also learning the 
value of personal reading time for themselves.   

When  I was a little girl, the library was a wonderful place to find a great adventurous 
book!  Along  with your help, I hope to guide your children throughout the rest of the 
school year with a wonderful selection of books!! 
 

Thank you! 

Ms. Blue O’Brien 

 

PARENTS’ CLUB NEWS 
 

Please be on the lookout for the Kona Ice Truck! He is scheduled to come the last Friday of 

every month (lunchtime at SB and after school at Toro Park). He changes his flavors monthly. 

$5.00/cup and smart snack approved! His next Friday scheduled is 2/24.  We would like to in-

vite you to our next Parents Club Meeting on February 9 at 6pm in Room 10 at San Benancio 

Middle School. We meet 2nd Thursday of the month!  It’s a great way to find out what’s hap-

pening at our schools.  We will be looking at the calendar for the rest 

of the year and planning our next events. Mark down April 8th and 

await more info for The Color Run coming to Toro Park School. Come 

help us plan for the upcoming fun events. We need help and we are 

still looking for board members.  We would love to have you there! 
 

 

 

Thank you so much for all your support!! 

WUSD Parents’ Club 
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Notes from the Computer Lab 
 

Every grade level has been working very hard in the computer lab.   

In honor of Presidents’ Day, 2nd and 3rd graders are completing research 
projects on Abraham Lincoln and George Washington.  They have created 
timelines based on their Internet research and will write reports soon.   

First grade has started practicing their keyboarding skills and kindergarten has been 
exploring some fun online activities that will hopefully improve their number sense, 
letter recognition, and motor skills. 

 

Mr. Esteva 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://bplegacy.org/new/images/stories/Computer_Lab/legacy_computer_lab.jpg&imgrefurl=http://bplegacy.org/new/index.php?option%3Dcom_content%26view%3Darticle%26id%3D60%26Itemid%3D59&h=480&w=640&tbnid=7f0y5tYbAfEJ8M:&d


Art News for February 
 

 

In January, the Art Docent Program started back with lessons in painting, pas-
tel drawing and model building.  Within each grade lesson, we continue to pre-

sent the elements of art, which is based from our California Visual and Performing Arts Standards. 
 
February is Clay Month 
Modeling with clay is one of the ancient processes used by civilization to make useful and decorative objects.  Clay 
is a responsive natural material that students can easily manipulate and explore its tactile qualities.  Our clay pro-
jects encourage our students to create three dimensionally.  The students use the same techniques that clay artists 
have used for centuries: rolling coils, pinching, and pulling.   
 
Kindergarten:  Our students will make their first piece of pottery, Pinch pots, from a round ball of clay.  Fingers 
are the only tools needed to shape the pot.  Then clay tools may be used to decorate the surface with texture and 
designs. 
 
1st Grade:  1st grade classes will work with flat slabs of clay, shaping them into Clay Owls.  The slab form allows 
children to explore texture, repetition and pattern with incised shapes pressed into the clay with everyday objects.  
 
2nd Grade:  Our students in 2nd grade will model round shapes from slabs of clay to create a Mexican Sun Face.  
They will learn how to roll, shape and attach additional clay pieces to build the happy face of the sun. 
 
3rd Grade:  3rd grade classes will use the “pull out” method to stretch and pull blocks of clay into a large and small 
animal pair – Animals and Their Young.  Students refer to photographs to find the distinctive features that identify 
their animals.  The two animals are created separately, but may be attached as a final step in the modeling. 
 
Al the clay projects dry for one month, then they are kiln fired. 
 
Picture of the Month 
In February, the Picture of the Month selections we move into Cubism, Fauvism and Surrealism.  
 
Cubism was a highly influential visual art style of the 20th century that was created principally by the painters Pablo 
Picasso and Georges Braque in Paris between 1907 & 1914.  The Cubist style emphasized the flat, two-
dimensional surface of the picture plane, rejecting the traditional techniques of perspective.  Cubist painters were 
not bound to copying form, texture, color, and space.  Instead, they presented a new reality in paintings that de-
picted radically fragmented objects.  
 
Fauvism was a 20th century art movement that was begun by a group of French artists that included Henri Matisse 
and Paul Gauguin.  This art movement revolutionized the concept of color and was marked by bold distorted 
forms and vivid colors.   
 
Surrealism was an artist movement that brought together artists, thinkers and researchers in hunt of sense of ex-
pression of the unconscious.  They were searching for the definition of new aesthetic, new humankind and a new 
social order.  Some famous artists during this art period were Marc Chagall, Joan Miro, and Salvador Dali. 
 

Reminder! 
On Saturday March 4th, WUEF is having their Annual Fundraiser, which is there largest fundrais-
ing event.  WUEF provides the funding needed to make our Art Docent Program possible for 
your students. Please come out and support this wonderful event. We hope you will participate 
and we look forward to seeing you there! 
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The Art  
Corner 
 

Linda Jang 
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WUEF NEEDS YOU AND YOUR SUPPORT TO KEEP  

ART, MUSIC, & TECHNOLOGY  

IN OUR SCHOOLS! 

 

It’s hard to believe it’s already February and our 33rd Annual Dinner Dance 

Fundraiser is just around the corner!  This is WUEF’s largest event of the 

year, and we need your support for this year’s event to be a success!  We have 

held three fundraisers this school year:  the Fall Campaign, Taco ‘Bout A 

Party, and See’s Candy Sales.  In total, we have raised $85,000.  That is less 

than half of what we need to fully fund the art and music programs and address 

technology needs within our district. 

 

What can you do to help?   Attend and spend at the event! 

 Where and When?   March 4th, 2017.  Bringing it back to the… Hyatt Regency Hotel & Spa.  Invitations 

have been sent home with your youngest child.  Register online:  https://wuef.ejoinme.org/fundraiser 

 Want to make it a staycation? Room blocks are available at the Hyatt. Just simply go to the on the online reg-

istration for the event and there is a link to the Hyatt. 

 

Can’t attend the event? You can 1) contribute items to be sold at the auction on March 4th (donation forms 

are available in the offices at each school) or 2) purchase raffle tickets (you don’t need to be present to win one 

of several cash prizes).   We also still have sponsorship spots available.  Advertising to fellow district families 

is great for business and for our fundraising efforts! 

 

We appreciate everyone’s efforts in supporting WUEF as we raise funds to enhance our children’s educational 

experiences.  Together, I am confident we can pull together and make this our best year yet! 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions about our fundraisers or if you would like to volunteer! 

 

Sincerely, 

Lisa Milburn 
WUEF Board President 2016-17 

 
Help us Raise 

$200,000! 

Bucket Filler Fridays are back! 
 

 

Don’t forget to bring a dollar to donate: 

  February 3rd 

  February 10th 

  February 17th 

  February 24th 
 

*If you would like to make a larger donation, please make your  

check payable to: Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 

Bucket Filler Fridays! 

https://wuef.ejoinme.org/fundraiser
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiahosa.org%2Fimages%2Fuploads%2Ffeatured_images%2F_large%2Fleukimia_2.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgeorgiahosa.org%2Farticles%2Fnational-service-project-leukemia-and-lymphoma-society&docid=s4rVQTUgDhBc
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.lls.org%2FEtoolsBaseDir%2F2015%2F1%2F26%2F22%2Fmembers%2F3469987%2FIMG_0073.JPG&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fevents.lls.org%2Fpages%2Fde%2FSoY15%2Fvannavarapu&docid=T3fAf08Ovyh-LM&tbnid=VdU24peOLGnZ0M%3A


GREAT JOB  
1st Grade Students. 

The 100 Day Dis-
plays were  

FANTASTIC! 

Deadline to order your  
2016-2017 yearbook is  

March 20, 2017 
  

Get your  
orders in 

soon! 
Only $15.00! 
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Character Counts! Character Counts! Character Counts! for February  

Please keep your pets on a 
leash and with you at all 
times when picking up and 
dropping off your children. 
Animals should not be on the 
school grounds, especially in 
the lunch area for sanitary 
reasons. Your cooperation in 
picking up after your pet is 
appreciated! 

Save Box Tops 
for Education 

and deposit 
them in the      

library collection 
box. 

Austus (derived from the Estonian for “respect”) is the LION 

who is confident that respect is one of the highest qualities 

one can have — for nature, for others and for oneself. 

 

How do we show respect for others, our school, our environ-

ment, and ourselves? 

Remember: 

 Treat others with respect; follow the Golden Rule  

 Be tolerant and accepting of differences  

 Use good manners, not bad language 

 Be considerate of the feelings of others  

 Don’t threaten, hit or hurt anyone 

 Deal peacefully with anger, insults, and disagree-

ments 

 
 

See more at: http://charactercounts.org/sixpillars.html#sthash.1eJDy37p.dpuf  
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2/1 - Collaboration Day 12:45 Dismissal  

2/7       - 100th Day Museum in Room 5 

2/8 - School Board Meeting 6:00 p.m. at SBMS 

2/9 - Parents’ Club Meeting SBMS Room10 at 6:00 p.m. 

2/14        - Fancy February 14th!  

2/14  - Muller & Watt Field Trip to Natural History Museum 

2/14 - 1st—3rd Grades Valentine’s Day Party 1:15 p.m. 

2/15 - Collaboration Day 12:45 Dismissal  

2/16 - Hutten & Ferrari Field Trip to Natural History Museum 

2/20 - Presidents’ Day Holiday - No School 

2/22 - School Site Council Meeting MPR 3:30 p.m. 

2/24 - Kindergarten Friendship Music Performance at SBMS11:30am 
 

March 2017 
 

3/1 - Collaboration Day 12:45 Dismissal 

3/2 -3rd Grade Farm Day 

3/4 - WUEF’s Fundraising Event  

3/8 - Minimum Day 11:45 Dismissal 

3/15 - Collaboration Day 12:45 Dismissal 

3/16 & 3/17   Parent Conferences 12:45 Dismissal 

Mark Your Calendar 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We Need Your Help! 
 

We need some help with our Annual Dance Festival held at the end of the school year and are look-
ing for volunteers. There are lots of ways you can help… 
 

 Plan opening dance performance 
 Help grade levels and individual classes decide on their dance 
 Find music for dance numbers 
 Update the decorations for the outside performance 
 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Mrs. Edeza at cedeza@washingtonusd.org or call the 
office at (831) 484-9691. 


